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Association with Horlicks spells trouble for Bachchan
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NEW DELHI, JUNE 5
Bollywood actor Amitabh Bachchan’s association with Horlicks for a campaign to
tackle malnutrition in the country has not gone down well with the former Health
Secretary Keshav Desiraju.
Desiraju has written to Bachchan appealing to him to call off his association with the
campaign launched by GlaxoSmithKline, under the brandname of Horlicks, as the
product is not true to its claims.
While GSK maintains that it is running an awareness campaign, some within the
company acknowledge that a consumer on the street will relate to the brand more
and not the company.
Desiraju, who is the Chairman of Nutrition Advocacy in Public Interest - India
(NAPi), believes that it dents Bachchan’s image as a socially responsible celebrity.
“Horlicks is a high sugar product, as 100 gram of a popularly advertised pack of
Horlicks Delight, contains 78 gram of carbohydrates, of which 32 grams is sucrose
sugar. This is harmful for children as it may contribute to childhood obesity and noncommunicable diseases in later life. We hope you are aware that WHO recommends a
reduced daily intake of free sugars throughout the life to less than 10 per cent of total
energy intake. Furthermore, in the interest of good health, WHO suggests intake of
free sugars to below 5 per cent of total energy intake,” Desiraju stated in his letter.
Starting May 31, a wave of television advertisements and tweets anounced the
teaming up of Horlicks, News 18 and Bachchan to tackle malnutrition and support
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s pet project, Rashtriya Poshan Abhiyaan.
Navneet Saluja, Managing Director, GSK Consumer Healthcare, said, “Our initiative
has a singular goal — to help promote the need for nutritional needs across rural and
urban India...We are committed to dialling up mass awareness around
malnourishment and working with the civil society towards its eradication.”

Actor Amitabh Bachchan - PTI
Published on June 05, 2018

Previous Story

Next Story

McLeod Russel to sell 8 tea estates to MK Shah Exports for ₹331 crore

Hind Copper may raise ₹800 crore for expansion

Get more of your favourite news delivered to your inbox
Email

Promoted Content

Subscribe

Recommended by

Surprising Facts About Meghan Markle
Work+Money

Rana Daggubati Reveals His Favourite Night Spot, Love
For Hyderabadi Cuisine, And More In This Exclusive
Interview

The World's Most Beautiful Waterfalls to Visit [PHOTOS]
Far and Wide

LiveInStyle.com

Adaptive LED Headlamps in the all-new BMW X3. Test
Drive Now.

T-Swift Appears To Be Unloading Several Homes In The
Golden State

bmwindia.co.in

Mansion Global

Delhi’s Playboy Club: Dance The Night Away At This
Pulsating Nightclub Near You

Mega Clearance Sale - Branded Watches Up-to 70% off
www.premiumista.com

LiveInStyle.com

MORE FROM BUSINESSLINE
List of stocks on SEBI’s ‘monitor list’ was leaked, suspect traders

Share prices of over a dozen stocks on ASM list fell before May 31 announcement

Bengal opts out of RERA, passes own diluted law

Common space, force majeure clauses tweaked to favour builders over buyers

All New Honda Amaze with Paddle Shift and Digipad 2.0
hondacarindia.com

Montauk Estate, Comprised Of Two Houses, Lists For $21
Million
Mansion Global

All you need to know about... Doctor Copper

The orange metal — copper — has been in the limelight for all the wrong reasons lately following the Sterlite protests. As Sterlite was one of the major producers of copper,
there has been much debate

Home Interiors Made Easy
Get free quote & designs for end-to-end home interiors. Talk
to an expert now!
0 comments

Recommend

0

Write a comment

1000

Name

or

Email
I agree with Vuukle's Privacy Policy

POST

TALK OF THE TOWN 🔥
Farmers to send Pak agri-import samples to BJP leaders

List of stocks on SEBI’s ‘monitor list’ was...

3 comments

3 comments

Karnataka: Nine JD(S) MLAs to be inducted as...

Services PMI contracts to 49.6 in May

1 comment

1 comment

Telecom regulator’s move to curb call-drops paying off

Smart Cities mission still to build up pace...

1 comment

1 comment

Show more articles

Vuukle
1. Comments will be moderated by The Hindu Business Line editorial team.
2. Comments that are abusive, personal, incendiary or irrelevant cannot be published.
3. Please write complete sentences. Do not type comments in all capital letters, or in all lower case letters, or using abbreviated text. (example: u cannot substitute for you, d is not 'the', n is not
'and').
4. We may remove hyperlinks within comments.
5. Please use a genuine email ID and provide your name, to avoid rejection.
Specials

Portfolio

BL Ink

Catalyst

India File

Reboot,or get the boot
India’s 40 lakh IT workforce needs to quickly master AI, machine learning and blockchain, among other ...

Ready for Industry 4.0?
End-to-end digitisation, data integration of the value chain are crucial

Breaking out of the original’s mould
To pull up the sagging appeal of the Amaze, Honda gives the second-gen a radical new face and more equipment

X-Blade cuts deep into the premium-commuter ..segment
Honda’s motorcycle is a city dweller, but one that doesn’t mind a few trysts with adventure

