29" August 2017
To: All Chief Secretaries of the States in India
Dear Chief Secretary,

Sub: Need for a sustainable strategic response to reduce severely wasted children in the
States

We the undersigned group of pediatricians, health professionals, nutritionists and public health
professionals wish to draw your attention and seek support to this very critical issue regarding
prevention and management of severe malnutrition in the States of India.

In this connection we wrote a letter to the Hon'ble Health Minister Sh. JP Nadda. He has kindly
responded with the stand of Ministry of Health and Family Welfare that concluded,....Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare considers that management of children with SAM requires a
comprehensive family centric approach involving caregivers instead of a food centric approach...”and
considers that RUTF is “ temporarily helpful in nutritional rehabilitation” and “...may not benefit a
common household in developing appropriate food habits for children as against the home
augmented foods...”.

Much as we are concerned about the morbidity and mortality of children suffering from malnutrition,
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India has stated clearly how to deal with such
situations. We are pleased to share with you the complete response received from Sh. JP Nadda,
Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare.

We have reviewed the Community Management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) programme being run
in 6 States i.e. Gujarat, Jharkhand, MP, Maharashtra, Odisha and Rajasthan and note that it is
primarily relying on RUTFs. We wish to state that these are not sustainable.

We would like you to direct the ministry of WCD and Health in your state to construct a sustainable
strategic this problem, which includes i) reducing the number of SAM children every year through
prevention, ii) manage those afflicted by providing home augmented foods(The family gets locally
available and acceptable cereals and pulses, sugar, oil, milk and eggs, as defined in the Indian trial)
along with health and home based care.

There are ample experiences from the field that such an approach works. We would be happy to
engage with you in this direction.

Look forward to a positive response from you.

With many thanks and regards,
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Keshav Desiraju
Former Secretary Health
Government of India (Nutrition

Advocacy in Public Interest (NAPiI)

Prof. HPS Sachdev

Senior Consultant, Pediatrics and
Clinical Epidemiology, Sitaram
Bhatrtia Institute of Science and
Research, New Delhi
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Dr. Vandana Prasad
Community Pediatrcian (Nutrition
Advocacy in Public Interest (NAPiI)
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Dr. Arun Gupta

Central Coordinator BPNI
(Nutrition Advocacy in Public
Interest (NAPI)
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Prof. M.M.A Faridi

Principal, Dean & Professor of
Ped. Eras Medical College
Lucknow.
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Prof. Subodh S Gupta
Professor (Social Pediatrics)
MGIMS, Sewagram, Wardha

&
,‘52;7;1,,

Dr. Mallikarjuna H.B.
Professor of Paediatrics, M.S.
Ramaiah Medical College,
Bangalore Karnataka.
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Prof Kaisar Ahmed

Principal and Dean, Head Deptt. of

Pediatrcis Govt. Medical College,
Srinagar.
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Dr. K.P Kushwaha

Former Principal and Head Ped.
BRD Medical College Gorakhpur
(Nutrition Advocacy in Public
Interest (NAPI)
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Dr Asha Benakappa

Director of Indira Gandhi Institute
of Child Health, Bangalore,
Department of Health and Family
Welfare, Government of
Karnataka.

Amar Jesani
Independent Researcher and

Teacher (Bioethics, Public Health),

Mumbai

2
B

Dr. Dinesh Khosla
Senior Pediatricain, Rohtak,
Haryana.
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Dr. Yogesh Jain
Founding physician, Jan Swasthya
Sahyog, Chhattisgarh, and
Member, Mission Steering Group,
National Health Mission
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Mr. N M Prusty

President Humanitarian Aid
International (HAI) and Mentor
cum Director, Center for
Development and Disaster
Management Support Services
(CDDMASS)-A Strategy Center,
Gurgaon

Dr. Prasanta Tripathy
Community Health and Nutrition
Advocate
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Ms Nirmala Selvam
Independent Consultant, Tamil
Nadu.

Address for Correspondence: NAP/ Secretariat, BP-33, PITAMPURA, DELHI-110034.
napiindia.in@gmail.com. Contact Person: Dr Arun Gupta. 9899676306




